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Press Release

3rd July 2006/111
Isuzu celebrates 10 successful years in UK

and reveals exciting new plans for the future

On 27 June 2006, Isuzu Truck (UK) Ltd celebrated the 10th anniversary of selling the Isuzu truck range in the UK with a spectacular evening ceremony on board MV “the Millennium of London” on the River Thames. In front of a distinguished audience of staff, agents, suppliers, key customers, CV industry leaders and the media, Isuzu Truck also unveiled its future plans to introduce, to the UK market, a brand new model range in 2007, extending the product offering up to 18tonnes. This will be also be followed by a move to a purpose-built new UK head office in July 2008.

As part of the celebrations, guests were invited on a leisurely trip down the Thames from Westminster Bridge, before Isuzu Truck hosted a relaxed celebration of its 10 years of success in Britain. Following a brief welcome and formal presentation, guests then enjoyed a fun and enjoyable evening’s entertainment on board the “Millennium of London”, in keeping with the Isuzu Truck UK style of business.

In her welcoming speech, Nikki King, Managing Director, Isuzu Truck (UK) Ltd, was enthusiastically appreciative of all the support given to the company during the 10 years saying,  “It was a bold move to import the first ever Eastern truck into the UK commercial vehicle market back in 1996, however, here we are today, honouring a decade of Isuzu success.”

“From day one, customer service was our main focus and passion. I really don’t know of any other company, who began its life with the same vision and passion, and has never deviated from these ideals, even through difficult times. This is a tribute to everyone here today from Isuzu worldwide,” said Nikki King, who has been at the helm of Isuzu Truck throughout the 10 years.
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During the celebrations, Nikki King was joined by Shunichi Tokunaga, Executive, International Dept no 1, Isuzu Motors Ltd, who had flown over from Japan specially for the event, cutting a ceremonial 10 year anniversary cake as well as presenting recognition awards for customer care to ITUK’s agents.

Commenting on behalf of Isuzu Motors Limited, Shunichi Tokunaga said, “I would like to express our sincere congratulations on the happy occasion of ITUK’s 10th anniversary. It is certainly a great honour for me to be part of this important anniversary party. The 10 years old British Isuzu “child “ has succeeded in superb Japanese traditional spirit, the so called “Samurai spirit”, covered by loyalty, respectably, sincerity, honesty and passion. ITUK’s progress over the past 10 years is very remarkable and we are impressed by their hard work resulting from the excellent teamwork of Nikki King as a leader with “Samurai spirit” and her staff and agents.”
Nikki King responded, “It is staggering when you think that everything that we said we would do back in 1996, we have stuck to for the last 10 years, making Isuzu in the UK a major success story in this country’s highly competitive, commercial vehicle industry. This, in turn, makes the future for Isuzu Truck in the UK equally as exciting, with our brand new model range to be launched at the CV Show next year and the move to a new purpose-built and spacious head office the following year.”

Closing her welcoming address, Nikki King was keen to recognise the efforts and enthusiasm of the Isuzu staff and agents in the UK, “I can honestly say that I have never ever worked with such a fantastic set of people before. They all share the same passion for the company and for customer care, all willing to go the extra mile to ensure that our customers receive the best support within the commercial vehicle industry.”
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Further information about Isuzu Truck – the company and its products - can be viewed on the company’s website www.isuzutruck.co.uk
· ENDS –

Notes to Editors

Isuzu – A Global Strength

Established almost 90 years ago, Isuzu is now a world leading truck manufacturer, producing over 400,000 light to medium vehicles a year, selling to over 140 countries worldwide. The company also is a world leader in diesel engine technology, producing nearly 1.5million engines every year. 

Isuzu Truck, launched in 1996 and celebrating 10 successful years in 2006, is the dedicated UK operation with specialist sales staff and over 60 nationwide agents, all backed by the Isuzu industry –unique, award winning customer service programme.
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