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CV SHOW

PRESS INFORMATION

12th April 2007
Isuzu Truck offers preview of new 2008 product 
It is no secret that within the next 12-15 months Isuzu Truck (UK) Limited will be expanding its current vehicle range. At present the company sells 4x2 rigids with gross vehicle weights of 3.5, 5.0, 6.2 and 7.5 tonnes. During the early part of 2008 ITUK will be offering 10 and 12 tonne models and by mid 2008, 15 and 18 tonners; all vehicles remain 4x2 rigids. 

To give existing and potential Isuzu customers a ‘taste of things to come’ ITUK are displaying a prototype specification 12 tonne vehicle on their stand in Hall 5 – stand number 5-541. The vehicle will be shown with a Japanese domestic market body but as far as Isuzu is concerned it is the cab and the chassis that are the important bits. It has to be stressed that the cab has been built for exhibition purposes only, but nonetheless with the exception of the Japanese domestic market approved mirrors   it is very representative of what ITUK will be selling in a year’s time. The vehicle will be sporting a brand new cab that Isuzu Motors Japan has recently developed and ITUK are very excited to display this new cab design. Owing to the fact that this vehicle is very much a prototype the interior of the cab is not a true ‘factory-finish’ and therefore access to the interior of the cab will not be permitted. 
The new cab retains all of the advantages that UK operators appreciate from Isuzu’s current cab, low height entry, superb visibility and slightly narrower than other European manufacturers offer; giving greater accessibility and easier manoeuvrability. In addition to being a very stylish and modern-looking cab the interior design really does offer ample space and comfortable driving environment.  Although you won’t be able to see this for yourself at the show ITUK believe that when they are available for sale within Europe the interior trim and comfort levels will be more in-line with those offered by rival European truck manufacturers.
What will be of more interest to UK operators however is the payload advantage that this new vehicle will offer over other manufacturers’ equivalent models. Isuzu Motors Japan is renowned for making light yet strong and robust vehicles and this new 12 tonner is no exception, we hope to give an indication of probable payload capacity at the show. 

The other models on the stand are all current model, customer-sold, Isuzu NQR 7.5 tonne 4x2 rigids. Obviously all of these vehicles are compliant to Euro 4 emission levels which Isuzu has achieved with EGR (Exhaust Gas Recirculation). All Isuzu, Euro 4, NQR, 7.5 tonne models come with Isuzu’s 5.2 litre turbocharged and intercooled diesel engine, but now more powerful at 190bhp and producing more torque – 513Nm. This engine can be matched to either Isuzu’s manual or ‘Easyshift’ gearboxes, either way both boxes are now 6-speed.

 The customers who have loaned their vehicles to be displayed are:

1) Travis Perkins (Curtainsider body)

2) Clancy Docwra (Steel tipper body)
3) Eden Valley (Refrigerated body)

4) Chardan Contracts (Beavertail plant carrying body)
The latter vehicle simply for space-saving reasons will be carrying an example of one of Isuzu’s new Euro 4 NKR 3.5 tonners. Still at 2999cc the new Euro 4 version delivers more power- now 150bhp, and more torque – now 375Nm.
ITUK are also announcing two new initiatives to enhance their pre-sales offering. In terms of vehicle financing, ITUK have recently joined forces with Commercial Vehicle Finance (or CVF for short) to re-launch Isuzu Truck Finance. CVF is a subsidiary of BNP Paribas Lease Group plc, a leading European asset finance company and part of BNP Paribas, one of the world’s largest financial institutions. CVF is purely a truck and trailer finance company with specialist expertise and skills within this industry. Their depth of industry knowledge is excellent and makes a natural partnership with the Isuzu agent network especially now that ITUK are just about to expand their product portfolio.

Completely new to Isuzu customers is the launch of Isuzu Truck Contract Hire. Contract Hire has become more and more popular over recent times even at the lighter weight end of the market. But it is of far more importance to operators of vehicles above 7.5 tonnes GVW. So again in preparation for selling a heavier product range ITUK have joined forces with Fraikin Limited who are contract hire experts and well known within the UK contract hire business. Fraikin will manage all of the contract hire agreements but it will be represented as Isuzu Truck Contract Hire.

Last but by no means least ITUK will be offering their ‘infamous’ bangers and mash luncheon on their stand.
- ends - 

Notes to Editors
Isuzu – A global strength
Established almost a century ago Isuzu Motors Japan is a world leading truck manufacturer, producing over 400,000 light to medium weight commercial vehicles every year and selling to over 140 countries throughout the world. The company is also a world leader in diesel engine technology and manufacturing, producing a massive 1.5 million engines every year.
Isuzu Truck (UK) Limited was formed in 1996 and is the dedicated UK distributor and marketing and sales operation. ITUK now employs 48 people including specialist sales staff and has a nationwide network of agents currently numbering 65. All ITUK sold products are backed by ITUK’s industry-unique, award-winning, customer service programme CARE (Customer facing, Always listening, Reliable and trustworthy, Efficient and friendly). 

For further press information, electronic copies of this press release and additional photographs (if available), please contact either:

Keith Child – Marketing Director - Isuzu Truck (UK) Limited
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